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TO THE MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES ASSOCIATION OF CONSECRATED VIRGINS:

December 12, 2008, Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Thanks so much for the very warm welcome you have extended to me. Please keep
praying for me as the duties of this role become clearer being matched by an equally clearer
sense of unworthiness. On this day, may Mary, our Mother, bless you abundantly.
Reading the Letters of St. Anthony of the Desert recently, I have been struck by the
fact that he does not so much focus on the mystical aspects of his journey in Christ as on the
ascetical ones. This is a reminder to us that when all else seems challenging or difficult what
the Lord asks of us is fidelity.
The starting point, of course, is always self-knowledge, but especially knowledge of
how God‟s grace works in each of us: “But you, my beloved in the Lord, know yourselves, so
that you may know this time and be prepared to offer yourselves to God as a pleasing sacrifice…. I know that he who knows himself knows God and his dispensations for his creatures” (3:38, 40). There is then, as Anthony, reminds us, the need to know our times, so that
we can take proper precautions in the face of the onslaughts of Satan: “Truly, my beloved,
when it is calm all captains boast, but in high winds the true skill of the captain becomes manifest. Therefore, know the time in which we are” (3:47-48).
Another word of advice from Anthony is that we make a sacrifice of ourselves: “Let
this word be manifest to you, my dear children in the Lord, holy Israelite children, and prepare
yourselves to go and offer yourselves as a sacrifice unto God in all sanctity, for no one can inherit him without sanctity” (6:93). Here, could be added that this sacrificial offering is not
only that of one‟s virginity, but of one‟s whole life, such that the special offering of virginity
may be part of a larger bouquet presented to the Lord.
Thus even in our work-a-day lives, there should be an asceticism which pervades everything: “To those, however, who seek purity the Spirit assigns this rule of purification: moderation after the power of the body, devoid of any greed or desire. On them this word of Paul
is fulfilled saying: „Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of
God‟” (1:63-65).
Anthony wrote for individual ascetics. As we walk in the world, consecrated to the
Lord himself, that is what we are and so his words are good for us to hear. May you be
strengthened and encouraged by them.
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Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Earl Boyea
Bishop of Lansing
Episcopal Moderator of the United States Association of Consecrated Virgins

Something Ancient . . Something New

Magalis Aguilera and Judith Stegman

Advent, a time of expectation, has particular meaning in the spiri- and also the death of the Lord were hidden from the prince of the
tuality of consecrated virgins. All creation awaits the visible
world; three resounding mysteries wrought in the silence of
coming of our Divine Lord Jesus Christ! In his first coming, the God.”
Word of God became incarnate, taking on
the weakness and flesh of man, in the
The Feast of the Presentation of the Blessed
womb of a virgin mother. The Blessed
Virgin Mary, the Annunciation, and the NaVirgin Mary of Nazareth was prepared by
tivity are strongholds in our own virginal
our Eternal Father since the beginning of
vocations as we reflect on the intimate relatime to become the Mother of his beloved
tionship of the Virgin Mary, our Queen and
Son. Mary, more than any other creature,
Model, to her Son, our Divine Spouse. The
lived in faithful expectation of his comFeast of the Presentation of Mary – how
ing. She, more than any other human bemuch we can gain from a reflection on this
ing, is the holy and humble instrument
unique event, as prior customs were broken
God the Father has used to present to us
and a female child was presented in the Temhis Word in mortal flesh for our redempple! It is a mystery – the time for fulfillment
tion.
of God‟s Word had come, and a virgin was
chosen to bear a Son. Our vocations, too,
On November 21, the Church celebrates
are full of the mystery of living in God‟s
the Memorial of The Presentation of the
will.
Blessed Virgin Mary in the temple. “At
the age of three, Mary‟s parents present
We are living our virginal vocations in the
Mary to the priests in the Temple so she
mystery of the second coming of our Divine
can be a lifelong virgin, in the company of
Spouse, as Saint Bernard wrote. He deother Temple virgins. There is no trace of
scribed this second, intermediate coming, as
any such custom in Judaism but the model
the invisible coming that lies between the
seems to be Anna‟s presentation of Samother
two.
Invisible
because he comes in spirit and in power, but
uel to the Lord in 1 Sam. 2, 22-28. When Mary reaches twelve,
not
in
flesh,
this
second
coming is like the road on which humanthe Temple priests decide she must leave the Temple. The anity
travels
from
the
first
coming of Christ, in his nativity, to the
nunciation to Mary at age 16 is described with liberal quotations
last
coming,
in
manifestation
of his glory and majesty for all eterin Luke and adds details of her virginity. She lived in perpetual
nity.
Mary‟s
role
is
unique:
she
has already participated in the
virginity.” ( Joseph A. Grassi, Mary Mother and Disciple, From
three
comings
–
she
participated
fully
in her Son‟s first coming;
the Scriptures to the Council of Ephesus)
she lived in the rest and consolation of his second coming during
her solitude on earth; and she lives eternally in the glory and majIn his first coming, our Blessed Mother‟s virginity and motheresty of her Son in heaven.
hood served to bring together both human and divine elements in
Jesus. Describing Jesus, Saint Ignatius of Antioch wrote to the
As we live with Christ in his intermediate coming, we live in the
Ephesians, “There is one Doctor active in both body and soul,
begotten and yet unbegotten, God in Man, true life in death, son rest and consolation of his invisible presence, the same presence
shared by our Blessed Mother. Let us pray that we might fully
of Mary and Son of God, first able to suffer and then unable to
live our virginal vocations in the spirituality of our Blessed
suffer. For our God Jesus Christ was, according to God‟s disMother the Virgin Mary. (Cfr. Saint Bernard , abbot, Sermon 5,
pensation, the fruit of Mary‟s womb, of the seed of David; He
was born and baptized in order that he might make the water holy In Adventu Domini, 1-3: Opera omnia, Edit, cisterc. 4 [1966],
188-190).
by his passion. The maidenhood of Mary, and her childbearing

Other Countries:
Jewell Brennan, December 13,
Czech Republic
2008, Archdiocese of Philadelphia. Helena Kocychova, March 21,
All are invited! Contact
2008, Diocese of Prague
info@consecratedvirgins.org for
Zdenka Adamova, November 22,
details
2008, Diocese of Prague.
Jenna Marie Cooper, January 3,
Lenka Kuratkova, Lucie Dank2009, Archdiocese of New York
ova, Marie Lhotova, November
29, 2008, Diocese of Plzen.
U.S. Consecrations Upcoming:

Mexico María Elena Moreno
Rivera, Paula San Juana Nava,
Isabel Hernández Morales, Bertha Elia Vázquez Duberney, August 23, 2008, Diocese of Matamoros in Tamaulipas, Bishop
Faustino Armendáriz Jiménez.
Germany
Martina Uhle, November 22,
2008, Archdiocese of Cologne

Council News
Current council members and
officers are:
Judith M. Stegman, President, 2007
– 2009; Diocese of Lansing
Magalis Aguilera, 2007 – 2009
(appointed Vice-President thru 2009);
Archdiocese of Miami
Louise Pare, Treasurer, 2008 – 2010;
Diocese of Lansing
Twanna Bolling, Member-at-large,
2008-2010 ; Archdiocese of Chicago.
Aliceanne Sawyer, 2006-2008
(appointed Secretary thru 2008),
Diocese of Trenton.

Election results
After a very close election, Shalina Stilley
has been elected as “Member-at-Large”
for a three year term beginning January 1,
2009. Congratulations, Shalina, and welcome back to the leadership council.
***
We would like to extend a word of deep
appreciation to Aliceanne Sawyer, who
has served on the Council in the role of
Secretary for the past 3 years.
Aliceanne‟s dedication to serving the
vocation of consecrated virginity lived in
the world, and her love for the United
States Association of Consecrated Virgins, has been ever-evident and will be
difficult to replace. We are thankful that
Aliceanne will continue as team leader of
our Prayer Request Chain Team.

Upcoming events:
2009 National Convocation of
United States Consecrated Virgins:
July 8-12, 2009
Mundelein Retreat and Conference
Center, Chicago
National Information Conferences:
August 5 to 6, 2009
August 4 to 6, 2010
Each year at The Cenacle, Chicago
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Team Announcements:
Formation Resource Development
Team: Mary Kay Lacke has been working
hard to develop plans after the summer
formation planning symposium. She expects to give a more extensive report in the
next issue of “The Lamp.”
2009 Convocation Team: Louise Pare
reports: Keeping Our First Love Alive
The plan is coming together for the 2009
convocation of consecrated virgins in the
United States. We have a new location and
a new Bishop to introduce. We will be at
the Mundelein Retreat and Conference
Center, just north of Chicago. This a beautiful location with lots of land and a
lake. All the rooms are air conditioned and
we have plenty of room for all to attend. The dates are July 8-12, 2009. Our
new Episcopal Moderator, Bishop Earl
Boyea, will be attending, and the theme is
Keeping Our First Love Alive. We will
send more information and registration
materials in the new year, but set the dates
aside now.
We need your help in all aspects of planning the event, from registration and coordinating liturgies, to helping with transportation, and everything in between. Please
let me know in what areas you would like
to help. . You can contact me at
lepocv@gmail.com or by calling me at
734-482-0893. Feel free to leave a message letting me know what areas you are
interested in, and I will get back to you as
the planning proceeds.
Membership Team: Shalina Stilley
writes that we should watch our inboxes for
word of the 2009 membership renewal
drive. Revised 2008 membership lists are
being sent to members with the mailing of
this December issue of “The Lamp.” If you
haven‟t received yours, please contact
Judith or Shalina.

selfless love. And so I speak to you about
the poorest of the poor in Haiti, but especially about the children. They say we are
suffering one of the worst financial crises in
modern history and although many in our
country have been affected, nothing here
can compare with what this crisis has done
to our Haitian brothers and sisters, who
were already living below poverty levels.
Costs of food in Haiti have almost doubled,
as have costs of medicine, materials for
clothing, etc. The people of Haiti are reduced to making dirt cookies mixed with salt
and vegetable oil for their children to eat.
These 'cookies' obviously do not nurture,
they only ease the physical pains of extreme
hunger. As many of you know, I worked in
Haiti for almost 15 years and so I know first
hand the wrenching sorrow of watching
little children go blind and emaciated from
malnutrition, and often die before they
reach 5 years of age.
So, help through prayer as you will, and in
other ways if you can. You can go to the
Haitian Health Foundation website for
more information:
http:www.haitihealthfoundation.org.
And you can e-mail me anytime, or call:
SundFls2957@aol.com Phone 203-9484047.
May we follow His light and beauty and
goodness this Advent to the place where the
Child is born…and in the Name of that
divine child, may we love and nurture all
children.
With love in Christ our Spouse, Florence
Candidate Care Team: Team leader Barbara Swieciak reminds all that the candidate care team provides a booklet/source of
sample announcements, invitations, participation aids for Holy Mass, prayer cards,
etc., that candidates for consecration may
use as a resource in planning their day of
consecration. Contact Barb if you would
like to send your consecration day mementoes to be shown to others, or if you know
of a candidate who would like to see the
samples. Barbara Swieciak, 149 South 24th
Street, La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601.

Kateri Team: No Kateri Team announcement this month, but please see this special
message from Florence Sundberg:
My dear sisters in Christ,
I am writing this on the Feast of St. Nicholas who, for me, is the saint of children, of
goodness and generosity, of pure joy and
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Stories from newly consecrated . . .
Katie Gesto, July 9, 2005
As I awaited my day of Consecration, I longed with
tears for the graces that I would receive which would
draw me into deeper intimacy with my Spouse, and
transform me to be a more authentic witness of His
merciful love to all those I would meet.
Now it is over 3 years since my consecration. Upon
reflection in prayer recently, I had to confess my lack
of being a witness, my growing impatience with
Carolyn Blaszczyk, April 29, 2008
friends and general sense of frustration. As I probed
When I read an article about the Consecration of a
deeper as to the source of those sins, I found that I had
Virgin Living in the World (Valerie Means) in my di- become disillusioned; I was not happy with myself
ocesan newspaper, I felt my own relationship with the and frustrated that I had not grown in the holiness that
Lord was being described. I had made a private vow, I thought would quickly flow from my Consecration
years before, and I was excited now by the thought
over 3 years go. "What happened?" I thought.
that what I had considered to be only a gift to me,
Our Divine Spouse, as gentle and frank as He can be
could also be a gift to the Church. Following my re- with us, asked me this pointed question: "Did you
tirement and a move to another diocese, I applied for choose me, or did I choose you?" I reread my journals
Consecration. I felt so blessed when I was asked to
of those previous years before that day of Consecrameet with Bishop Kevin Rhoades. He was so knowl- tion and the answer was obvious. He then said, "Did
edgeable and so enthusiastic about the Consecration
you say 'Yes" to my invitation to be my spouse beand after a very warm and welcoming conversation
cause you wanted holiness, or because you wanted
with me, he set the date for my Consecration on the
ME?
memorial of St. Catherine of Siena. I had read her
It was then that He showed me that even if I were to
Dialogue, seen Sr. Nancy Murray‟s portrayal of her,
never grow even one degree of holiness for the rest of
and felt blessed to share, to a slight degree, in St.
my years on earth, if I keep letting Him grasp my hand
Catherine‟s gifts as a negotiator and mediator. I felt
and look into His eyes with trust, all will be well and
very close to her and could not have been more deHe will make all things new. He had chosen me, and it
lighted.
is His work to make me look like His Spouse.
My mother had been my companion for 35 years and
My role is to keep choosing Him each day and fixing
was to be one of my attendants. We knew we would
my
eyes on Him. It is each of us Virgins to keep pournot be together much longer and she passed away just
ing
ourselves out generously upon Him in prayer each
three weeks before my Consecration. I do appreciate
day, as mundane, simple, and uneventful as some days
so much all those who kept me in prayer during that
difficult period. A dear friend was also to be an atten- of prayer may seem to be, and to abandon ourselves to
His providence; for only He knows what degree of
dant but was unable to come following a serious inunion we are achieving.
jury. Barbara Swieciak came to the rescue, offering
me samples of materials used in other Consecrations
The heart of our vocation, I believe is not in how
and by contacting Aliceanne Sawyer and Cathy
much union we seem to achieve in this life but to daily
Leahy, who very generously traveled from New Jersey learn to waste ourselves upon the Lord in love.
to be with me. My Consecration was both a culmination and a new beginning. My vocation had been my
care for my mother and we had been very blessed in
our life together. Now grace was being bestowed on
me in finding new direction and greater reliance on
my Spouse.
Editor’s note: As we have done for the past few
years, we invited those who were consecrated during
the last year to write about their experience for this
issue of “The Lamp.” We had two responses, one
from a 2008 consecration, and one from a 2005 consecration. We welcome more stories for our next issue
of The Lamp, on the Feast of the Presentation, February 2, 2009.
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The Vocation Tree –update by Judith Stegman
Several years ago, at our national convocations and informational
conferences, I began to introduce the
developing “Vocation Tree” artwork,
as a means of explaining exactly how
the vocation of consecrated virginity
lived in the world fit into the
broader landscape of vocations
in the Catholic Church. What
became a most enjoyable project of mine, in collaboration
with many of you, was to take
the teachings we‟d been given
by Archbishop Burke, consider
these teachings in light of other
vocational resources, and clarify just how all these concepts
of “vocation” came together. I
presented the concepts to my
sister Jenny Ward who used
well her natural gifts and her
vocation as an artist to create
The Vocation Tree artwork.
Completed about a
year ago, the final artwork portrays an understanding of
“vocation” as stemming from
Baptism and nurtured by the
family. It portrays a Church in
which each member rejoices in
taking his or her own unique,
God-given role in the Body of
Christ. “When the whole body is
working together, as the Vocation
Tree depicts, creation‟s ability to burst
forth with new life is fostered, and the
Church becomes the place where even
the sparrow finds a home, and the
swallow a nest in which she puts her
young‟(Ps 84:4).” (Vocation Tree Instructors Guide, pg 9, (c) 2008)
“The Vocation Tree artwork
depicts the myriad of unique ways of
life which, according to the plan of the
Lord Jesus, make up the life of the
Church. Rooted and grounded in the
baptismal call to holiness, the Christian discerns a particular state in life
vocation with its inherent mission:
The lay – activity in the world; the
Volume 13, Issue 6

clergy – ordained ministry; consecrated men and women – special conformity to Christ, chaste, poor, obedient. Displayed by the array of
branches on the tree, the Holy Spirit
„establishes the church as an organic

© 2008 The Vocation Tree, Inc.

communion in the diversity of vocations, charisms, and ministries. …
These state of life vocations are at the
service of one another, for the growth
of the Body of Christ in history and
for its mission in the world.‟ (VC 31)
The fruits of the spirit are evident in
the myriad of occupations and activities (i.e. personal avocations) pursued
by the baptized and depicted by the
fruit and leaves of the tree.” (Vocation
Tree Instructors Guide, pg. 6)
It‟s become clearer over the
past year that The Vocation Tree artwork is a gift for the whole Church,
and over this year we have been working on the legal and organizational
foundations for The Vocation Tree,

Inc., a nonprofit company formed to
promote and distribute Vocation Tree
materials (posters, study guide, and
hand-outs). While there are no
monetary profits as of yet, we hope
that eventually profits from the sale of
the materials will support the
work of promoting a greater understanding of all vocations in
the Church, and particularly of
consecrated virginity lived in the
world.
I think that members
and friends of the United States
Association of Consecrated Virgins will be pleased to realize
they‟ve been part of the development of this work. I hope you‟ll
join me in giving thanks to our
Divine Spouse, who has led each
step of this project through the
gentle promptings of His Holy
Spirit. Please visit the website,
www.vocationtree.org, for ordering information for parishes,
schools, and families. I think
that you‟ll find The Vocation
Tree Guide for Instructors to be
an especially helpful tool, and a
classroom kit would be a great
introductory gift for your parish,
school, or diocese.

School/Parish Kit available at
www.vocationtree.com.
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Pondering The Luminous Mysteries of The Rosary
The consecrated virgin contemplates the mysteries of the Rosary from a unique perspective. United with the Immaculate
Virgin she ponders these mysteries seeking to deepen her understanding of the revelation of her beloved Lord and Spouse.
We are indebted to the beautiful shared insights of Mary DeSantis, a
consecrated virgin, on the important link between Jesus‟ own virginity and our call to the consecration. She especially notes how our
Lord‟s virginity seeks and finds a complement in our loving response to his invitation to consecrated virginity. We can‟t emphasize
this point enough given the fact that Christ‟s divinity and noble purity have been openly attacked in our times. Our souls are filled with
light as we ponder the luminous mysteries of the rosary that proclaim Christ‟s divinity and sublime purity revealed through his sacred humanity. We who are consecrated have been drawn by the
bonds of love to the joy of our heavenly espousals. The beauty of
our virginal state of life comes directly from Christ, and its radiance
emanates from His Divine Being. We see this virginal beauty mirrored most perfectly in our Blessed Mother.

By Diane Christine Farr

The proclamation of the Kingdom of God with a call to conversion
reminds the consecrated virgin of these words that she sang on the
day of her consecration. “Now with all my heart I follow you, I reverence you and seek your presence. Lord fulfill my hope: show me
your loving kindness, the greatness of your mercy.”
Christ must reign in the heart of his spouse so that no selfcenteredness may hinder the work of her sanctification. Let us carefully consider how every holy inspiration, every good desire and all
that we have become comes directly from the heart of our heavenly
bridegroom. All of Jesus‟ gifts are given for the good of the entire
church. The Catechism tells us, “Virginity for the sake of the kingdom of heaven is an unfolding of baptismal grace, a powerful sign of
the supremacy of the bond with Christ and of the ardent expectation
of his return, a sign that also recalls that marriage is a reality of this
present age which is passing away.” CCC 1619.

In the transfiguration our Lord revealed to three of his apostles the
splendor and glory of His divine being before accepting suffering
In the Baptism of our Lord the Father proclaims, “This is my beand death on a cross. The transfiguration was the gospel reading on
loved son.” In biblical language the word beloved signifies an only
the day of my consecration. How fitting it is for the bride to contemson. Thus Jesus is unique and different from all others because of his plate the majesty and beauty of her heavenly bridegroom. His divine
divine nature. St. John the Baptist says, “Behold the Lamb of God.” gaze penetrates the depths of her heart, not only revealing to her His
John 1:29. The consecrated virgin has pledged to follow in virginal
infinite love, but also all the ways she must become more like her
purity this most pure Lamb who has redeemed her at the price of His spouse. It is noted in the writings of St Mectilde that Christ‟s whole
own blood. Venerable Bede reminds us, “In vain is she virgin in
life, indeed His whole being is a mirror for us of the perfection of all
body who continues not a virgin in mind.”
virtue.
John the Baptist is called the friend of the Bridegroom because he
prepared the people for Christ. He states, “The one who has the bride
is the Bridegroom. The best man who stands and listens for him
rejoices greatly at the bridegroom‟s voice.”
The most beautiful talk that I have ever heard on the wedding feast
of Cana was by a priest who explained that Christ‟s presence at the
feast and His wine miracle was a foreshadowing of the mysteries of
our salvation and Christ‟s role as Bridegroom of the Church. There
is a longing in the human heart that can only be satisfied by the perfect and eternal love of the heavenly Bridegroom. Saint Augustine
states, “What marvel, if He went to that house to a marriage, Who
came into this world to a marriage. For here he has His spouse
whom He redeemed with his own blood, to whom he gave the
pledge of the Spirit and whom he united to Himself in the womb of
the virgin. For the Word is the Bridegroom and human flesh the
bride and both together are the one Son of God and son of man. That
womb of the Virgin Mary is His chamber from which He went forth
as a bridegroom.”

The voice of the Father says, “This is my beloved Son in whom I am
well pleased. Listen to Him.” Matt. 17:5. The consecrated virgin
must have a listening heart that is pure and undivided. We must
cherish that interior silence that allows us to be receptive to the delicate workings of the Holy Spirit. We must pray to see all things from
the divine perspective. We pray for our own transfiguration in Christ
as we ponder the final sentence of this story: “And when the disciples raised their eyes they saw no one else, but Jesus alone.” Matt.
17:8.

In the institution of the Blessed Sacrament the consecrated virgin
contemplates the nourishment and life of her soul. Father John
Arintero, O.P. tells us in The Mystical Evolution, “In the union of
Jesus Christ with souls are found the principal characteristics of matrimony. The Savior gives us the three essential gifts that every bridegroom bestows upon his bride, his name, his goods and his own person.” He explains how from Christ we receive the name of Christian
as well as the fruits of his redemption. Fr. Arintero further states,
“He is not content with giving us His goods, He gives of Himself
also. In grace He gives us this divinity in the Eucharist which is the
crowning of grace, He gives us His holy humanity also, that is, His
The best wine being served last may be seen as a figure of the beauty entire sacred person with the natures in which it resides.
and perfection of the virginal state that was not revealed until the
coming of Christ and His virgin mother. The Blessed Virgin will
indeed intercede for the bride of Christ, if she is sincerely humble
The consecrated virgin approaches each Holy Communion as if it
and strives for purity of intention. Our Lady will obtain for her the
were her first, for she is always a bride coming to receive the emwine of the Holy Spirit that she may attain to perfect charity as she
brace of her beloved Jesus. It is here in the Eucharist where the
endeavors to do whatever the Bridegroom tells her.
continued page 8
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Requiescat in Pace – a tribute to Stella Maris Wiaggio, consecrated virgin of Argentina
deceased October 1, 2008

Archbishop Raymond Burke: “Thank you so much for letting me
know about the death of Stella Maris Wiaggio. May she rest in
peace. I had the pleasure of a rather extended conversation with her,
during the Congress/Pilgrimage, this past May. I was deeply impressed with her. She radiated the deepest joy and peace in her vocation.
Loretta Matulich: “Stella Maris was an OUTSTANDING consecrated virgin. I knew Stella Maris better than anyone else I was in
communication with in Argentina and had a lovely conversation with her (in Spanish) when
we were in Rome together. I
told her then that she was an
inspiration to me and how much
I treasured the newsletter that
she had been editing for years.
As editor, she reprinted some of
the best articles that I have read
on our vocation.

Canada, New Zealand, United States,… were in the small dining
room for the evening meal. I was getting ready to take some photos,
when Stella stood up from her chair and came towards me (we had
not met in person yet) to give me a hug and a greeting, and called
me: “Carmen Margarita!” I will never forget such sweet and most
kind gesture.
Afterwards, while we all were waiting to enter to the Papal Audience, Stella was at the foot of a column of an outside hall,
distributing to us with much enthusiasm the copies of the last issue
of the Bulletin Sponsa
Verbi. Her modesty, her
simplicity, her prudence, her
peaceful demeanor, and her
sweet voice were very edifying. The words of St Peter
in his First Letter seem to
describe Stella well: “All of
you be of one mind, sympathetic, loving toward one
another, compassionate,
humble.” (1 Pet. 3:8)

She was one of the first
We met first by
8 to be consecrated in Buenos
letter in 1998, two years after
Aires in 1974, and the newspamy Solemn Consecration.
per story of these 8 in preparaWe exchanged materials and
tion for the Consecration was
since then I have received
what alerted me to the fact that
their Bulletin Sponsa Verbi.
the Consecration was now open
She was the “heart” of this
to us in the world and that I
bulletin, which had recently
Stella Maris Wiaggio (center) with consecrated virgins from Spain and
should make haste to the bishop
begun. The following quote
Argentina, at the closing picnic from our 1995 Rome pilgrimage.
to ask for it. Actually, I found
that Stella Maris Wiaggio
out in Rome that I beat Stella
translated into Spanish from an article written by Claire Patier
Maris to the Consecration by a couple of weeks after all! What an
(Christi Sponsa #20) and which appears in SPONSA VERBI #4
irony! By human reckoning, she should have been first.
(1998), seems to reflect her own longing, now fulfilled; a longing of
She was a really refined lady. I told her that I would love to every bride of Christ:
visit her personally in Argentina someday, and now that she is no
The vocation of the Church, lived in a particularly strong
longer there, I feel a great loss, humanly speaking. She was deway in consecrated virginity, is that of crying: “Come!” This cry is
lighted that I thought so highly of her country and to visit her.
not possible without an intimate union with the Holy Spirit…. The
Blessed Virgin Mary, whom the Catechism of the Catholic Church
I am now going to ask Stella Maris to REALLY intercede
calls “eschatological icon of the Church,” is the model and example
for us before the throne of God. And, in reality, I have already experienced the effect of her prayers. May God reward her in His infi- of this union with the Spirit Who makes us cry to the Lord:
“Come!”… To beg to the Lord for his coming is to hope to arrive to
nite, eternal love; and may we join her as one choir of consecrated
the end of the pilgrimage, to reach the end, to contemplate, in short,
virgins someday in the universal Church Triumphant!
that thing that has no other name but “Him who my heart loves.”
I promised the consecrated virgins of Argentina that I would
Without doubt, now she, in union with the Blessed Virgin
see to it to have 9 Masses offered for her in our chapel here at home,
Mary, must be looking after the Ordo Virginum in America. Even
starting immediately.”
her death seems to remind us the command of the Lord in the Parable of the Ten Virgins: “Watch and Pray, stay awake, for you know
Carmen Margarita Munoz: “Upon receiving the news in early Octo- not the day nor the hour [when the Bridegroom will come] (cf. Mat
ber of the sudden passing away of our Argentinian sister in the Con- 25:13).
secration, Stella Maris Wiaggio, the first thought of her was her
kindness. Our brief sharing in Rome was a blessing, but our first
communication dated back to 1998. It is very significant that it was Judith Stegman: “I can add very little to what‟s already been said.
precisely at the beginning of the Month of the Rosary, the Month of I speak no Spanish, but Stella Maris welcomed and embraced me at
Mary, that she left this life to enter the Eternal Kingdom to meet the our first meeting this past May at the Rome International Congress /
Pilgrimage. She was a gentle soul, and it seemed that we knew our
Bridegroom, Jesus Christ.
hearts were united, even though we could communicate little
During the International Congress in Rome 2008, her sim- through words. I treasure the time that I did have with Stella Maris,
plicity and humility were very striking. I think of the first night,
and treasure now the thought of her intercession for us.”
May 13, when most of us who had arrived from far away: Argentina,
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Special Announcements:
The Jan/Feb issue of Religious Life Magazine, published by the Institute for Religious Life, will feature
The Vocation Tree artwork on its cover and in an inside article. Aware of our interest in The Vocation
Tree, the IRL has offered to send the Jan/Feb issue to
all members of the USACV, without charge. Members will receive a copy in the mail, and can also expect to receive one follow up mailing from IRL inviting them to subscribe to the magazine. Thanks to
Michael Wick at Religious Life for arranging this for
us.
Symposium of the Virgin Saints: The Office of Consecrated Life in the Diocese of La Crosse, Wisconsin
invites you to a Saint Agnes Fest on Saturday, January 10, 2009 at the Holy Crosse Diocesan Center
from 10 am to 3 pm. For registration and / or more
information please contact Sr. Stephania at the Office
of Consecrated Life:
snewell@dioceseoflacrosse.com or call Barb
Swieciak at 608-784-6974.
25th Anniversary of Consecration of Barbara
Swieciak: Bishop Listecki, Bishop of La Crosse, has
set aside September 12, 2009 to celebrate the joyous
occasion, with Holy Mass followed by a meal. More
information to follow.

As I write this article, it is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and ringing
in my mind are the words of Saint Anselm from this
morning‟s Office of Readings: “The whole universe was
created by God, and God was born of Mary. God created all things, and Mary gave birth to God. The God
who made all things gave himself form through Mary,
and thus he made his own creation. He who could create
all things from nothing would not remake his ruined
creation without Mary.” A great feast we celebrate in
the gift of our Mother!
The Vocation Tree materials have provided expanded
opportunities to explain our vocation of consecrated virginity lived in the world. It was a pleasure to meet the
consecrated virgins of the Archdiocese of Denver as they
helped with display booths on both the vocation of consecrated virginity, and the Vocation Tree, at the annual
meeting of the National Conference of Diocesan Vocation Directors. Many good conversations and inquiries
resulted from interactions with the vocation directors in
attendance, but I think I was personally most encouraged
by sharing dinner and hearing the personal stories of four
of the five Denver consecrated virgins: Theresita Polzin,
Betsy Lillis, Kerry Kober, and Anne Inkret. Our sisters
in Denver gather regularly for prayer and mutual encouragement, and their joy in our Spouse is evident.
Since our last issue, on behalf of the USACV, I participated as a guest at the Baltimore national meeting of the
U.S. Bishops, and had opportunity there to discuss our
vocation with individual Bishops. I‟ve also been able to
send off to the Vatican the texts, in original languages, of
conferences and homilies delivered at the Rome 2008
International Congress-Pilgrimage of Consecrated Virgins. There is much more translation work to be accomplished before final publication of the texts. I ask your
continued prayers for all of these endeavors.
May our Divine Spouse fill each of you with grace and
joy during this season of hope. –Judith Stegman

The Luminous Mysteries continued
knowledge and love of our Divine Spouse is infused into
quiet and attentive hearts. It is truly in God that we perceive the beauty of holy virginity and respond with joy to
the tender invitation of our dear Jesus. St. Bernard says
that Christ took the name spouse because there was no
other title more fitting to indicate the sweetness of His
love and the mutual affection of that union in which all
things are common. We should be grateful for having
been called to such intimacy and mystical union with our
Lord. Let us cling to Him with absolute trust and always
reach out to others with His very own kindness. Let us
pray to always see things in a spiritual manner. In all sufferings and circumstances may the Divine Will be perfectly fulfilled in our lives.

